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CAPT Jason D. Neubauer 
Chief, Office of Investigations & Casualty Analysis 
Commandant (CG-INV) 
2703 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave SE 
Stop 7501 
Washington, DC 20593 
 
Re: USCG Technical Review of draft Survival Factors Factual Report 
 
Captain Neubauer: 
 
The NTSB investigative team has reviewed all factual comments submitted by the parties as 
part of the technical review and has decided on a disposition for each one. 
 



 

PARTY'S TtCHNICAl REVIEW/ COMMENTS OF THE 

El FARO SURVIvAl DRAFT FACTUAl REPORT 

DAUD 19-N0¥·2016 

PAGE liNE COMMENTS 

NUMBER NUMBER 
3 1 Using the oorrect position from the lnmarsat C Alert the position of t~l13 was 23 

Degrees 28.0 Minutes North 073 Degrees 48.0 Minutes Wes~ which I 43 of O'ooked Island, 
47Nm SW of San Salvador and 22NM N of Samana. 

Note: The DistresS Alert ReoeiYed m ,$$'9" lhat MARUNK provided shows lhat the lime of the 
position of the lnmarsat report was 103QUTC. 

SSM DISTRESS INFO 1-0CT-2015 11:13:20 

Distress Alert received ond being processed 

Distress Alert hos been received and Is being processed 
from mobile (return id): 14602406 
Message: • 
-------·- Distress Alert Received ··------
Mobile Tenninal No :436820812 
ToCES :001 
Position : 23.28'N 73.48'W 
Position updated : 10:30UTC 
Nature of distress : Flooding 
Course :235 Speed : 8 

t"CI-\ f{l)' Activation : Distress Alert 
Position activaled :Yes !U" iH 
Course/Speed updated : Yes "' . ,.;wov 

J 

1 
i-· 

9 9 The Ccn'ect offiCial name Is U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area Command Center {LAI(!'AREA CC). 
RCC Norfolk is the 5th Dlstrlc:t Canmand Center and was not a part of this C8Se. RCC the 
international tenn for Rescue Coordination Center (IAMSAR). 

Allantic Area is the SAR Coordinator for the entire Allantic Area but does not conduct Individual 
SAR Mission Coordination. But has oversight on the District SAR Coordinators. 

hitr>://www.USCQ.m1Vha/oo51oo534/RCC numbers.aso 

9 11 This should be RCC Miami, although Internally and for all CG Missions this Is CGDSeven COmmand 
Center, internationally for SAR It Is known as RCC Miami. Makes more sense to designate this 
he<e then to the Atlantic Area Canmand Center. SMC was held at 07 or RCC Miami. 

12 6 I would show It as printed In the lnmarsat C report: 23.2BN 073.48W o/ 

12 19 This Is the oorrect way to address LAI(!'AREA ./ 
15 6 Geostationary Sall!lllte Gl3 (GOES 13). The hexadecimal code was tnlnsml~ Ill USMCC 

tflrough the locallJser Tennlnal (UIT) in SUitland MD. AftB processlng and match.lng the 
HEXCODE to the 8 l'llro the lflltlal106 Un-located Reoort was b'ansu•lted Ill RCC Miami. 

I 16 1 Geostationary Sall!lllteS can only receiVe the he>cadecimal code assigned to the beacon lhat 
to the data held I:N NOAA. Without a GPS embedded beacon GOESAR 

OMS Party Comment$ 2016-11·29 



alerts will not contain oosition lntormatlon. 

17 4 I think a more proper description is "The master of the Emerald EXpress dedi ned, stating he was ..., / 
in the lee of Crooked ..• 

26 7 Using the corred position, the act\lal distance Is 7NM WSVII of Ule lllmarsat position. clr4'0..'1i ·<.. ~ 

75 16 Should you explain that the Medium Eartfl Orbiting Satellites (MEO) are the U.S. GPS satelllte 

constellation that has been In orbit for the past 20 years? 

>-

. .:.ol Webb, SAR Spedalist, CGD17, Juneau, AK - Survival Group Member 

Printed Na of Person providing the above Information and name of Party to the Accident 

Signature of Person providing the above information 

29 Nov2016 

Date 

OMS Party Comments 201&-11-29 



All editorial suggestions have been considered and will be incorporated as appropriate. 
 
The deadline for providing party submissions pursuant to 49 CFR 831.14 is March 17,2017. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Brian Young 
Investigator in Charge 
National Transportation Safety Board 
490 L’Enfant Plaza, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20594  
 




